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Speed Management
Action Plan:

Speed management is a critical component of Nevada’s goal to reduce roadway fatalities and serious injuries. The
2022 Speed Management Action Plan (SMAP) identifies challenges related to speeding, outlines comprehensive
strategies, and proposes targeted countermeasures to address speeding-related crashes. The SMAP also serves as
a guiding framework for advancing the objectives of Nevada's Strategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP) by integrating
speed management into broader safety initiatives. By aligning with the SHSP, the SMAP ensures a coordinated,
data-driven approach to addressing the most significant contributor to crash severity across the state’s roadways.

Additionally, the SMAP emphasizes enhancing safety across all roadways by incorporating targeted speed
management strategies tailored to the specific land uses adjacent to each roadway. The plan categorizes Nevada’s
roadways into seven distinct environments, each with unique characteristics, challenges, and target speed ranges.

Background and Need

Speeding is a persistent issue on Nevada’s
roadways, contributing to 31% of all fatal
crashes between 2015 and 2019. The societal
cost of these crashes exceeds $4.4 billion
over this period, including $1 billion annually
in personal loss of life and health. Speed-
related fatalities are disproportionately high in
rural areas and on specific roadway
classifications, including principal and minor
arterials. The rising prevalence of extreme
speeding (over 100 mph), exacerbated by the
COVID-19 pandemic, further highlights the
need for systemic and sustainable speed
management solutions.

Goals of the SMAP
The SMAP seeks to:

® Reduce fatal and serious injury crashes.

® |ntegrate speed management strategies
into Nevada'’s Strategic Highway Safety
Plan (SHSP).

® |Improve compliance with speed limits
through engineering, enforcement, and
education.

® Develop self-enforcing roadway designs
that promote safe speeds.
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Strategies and Actions
The SMAP emphasizes three primary approaches to achieve its objectives:

1. Proactive Planning 2. Comprehensive Public 3. Systematic Speed
and Design: Engagement: Management:

® Prioritize self-enforcing road ® |ncrease public awareness of the 1. Utilize data-driven methods to
designs, such as roundabouts, risks associated with speeding. identify high-risk corridors and
narrower lanes, and shifting ® Engage stakeholders in intersections.
alignments. collaborative speed limit-setting ® Implement targeted

® Conduct speed and safety processes. countermeasures, including
reviews for new projects to align ¢ Advocate for policy changes to speed safety cameras, lane
design speeds with target enable automated enforcement narrowing, and roadway
speeds. technologies. reconfigurations.

® Implement speed transition areas ® |ntegrate speed management
to ensure smoother speed into existing safety programs
adjustments. such as the Highway Safety

Improvement Program (HSIP).

Recommended Countermeasures

The SMAP provides a comprehensive matrix of countermeasures tailored to various roadway environments and
target speeds. Key recommendations include:

Engineering Solutions: Technological Measures: Policy and Education:
® Horizontal deflections (e.g., ® Deploy speed feedback signs e Standardize speed limit-setting
chicanes) and vertical and in-pavement speed processes across jurisdictions.
deflections (e.g., speed tables) markings. e Conduct outreach to
to reduce operating speeds. e Advocate for the legalization communicate the safety
® Enhanced lighting and signage and deployment of automated benefits of speed management
at intersections to improve enforcement systems. strategies.

visibility and compliance.

Implementation and Evaluation

NDOQOT proposes a five-year implementation timeline, with periodic reviews to evaluate progress and update strategies.
Key performance metrics include:

® Reduction in speeding-related fatalities and serious injuries.
® Decrease in 85th percentile speeds at treated locations.
® Adoption and application of the “Strategies to Achieve Desired Operating Speeds” matrix across NDOT projects.

Conclusion

The SMAP provides a robust framework to address speeding-related safety challenges through coordinated efforts in
engineering, enforcement, and education. By implementing these data-driven strategies, Nevada can make significant
progress toward its ultimate goal of zero roadway fatalities and serious injuries. This approach aligns with the Safe
System Approach, which emphasizes designing and operating roadways to accommodate human error while minimizing
the likelihood and severity of crashes, ensuring a safer transportation system for all users.
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