Nevada Advisory Committee on Traffic Safety (NVACTS)

MEETING MINUTES (Draft)
Monday, December 16, 2024, 10:00-11:00 am

1. Call to Order/Roll Call

The meeting of the Nevada Advisory Committee on Traffic Safety (NVACTS) was called to order at 10:01am on
December 16, 2024. Roll Call determined a quorum was present.

Committee Members Present

Sondra Rosenberg, Nevada Department of Transportation

Scott Hein, Nevada Department of Transportation

Julia Peek (Vice Chair), Department of Health & Human Services

Sean Sever, Department of Motor Vehicles

Amy Davey, Department of Public Safety, Office of Traffic Safety

Lt. Col. Martin Mleczko, Department of Public Safety, Nevada Highway Patrol

Dr. Deborah Kuhls, Kerkorian School of Medicine at University of Nevada, Las Vegas

Erin Breen (proxy) for Dr. Shashi Nambisan, University of Nevada, Las Vegas Transportation Research Center
Kelly Norman, Carson Area Metropolitan Planning Organization

Sean Robinson (proxy) for Joey Paskey, Nevada League of Cities/City of Las Vegas

Andrew Bennett (Chair), Nevada Association of Counties/Clark County

Assemblywoman Tracy Brown-May, Nevada State Assembly Committee on Growth & Infrastructure
Rachael Shaw, Tahoe Regional Planning Agency

Theresa Gaisser, Regional Transportation Commission of Southern Nevada

Non-Voting Members Present

Lacey Tisler, Chief, Traffic Safety Engineering Division, Nevada Department of Transportation (non-voting member)
Kevin Tice, Chair, Traffic Records Coordinating Committee, Department of Public Safety-Office of Traffic Safety
(non-voting member)

Shannon Bryant, Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department Forensics Lab, Committee on Testing for Intoxication
(non-voting member)

Members Absent

Lt. Thomas Healing, Nevada Sheriffs and Chiefs Association/Boulder City Police Department
Xuan Wang, Regional Transportation Commission of Washoe County

Cliff Banuelos, Inter-Tribal Council of Nevada

Vacant

Department of Education

Nevada State Senate Committee on Growth & Infrastructure
Administrative Office of the Courts

2. Public Comment
No public comment.
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3. Approve November 14, 2024, Meeting Minutes (Approved)

Review and approve the minutes from the previous meeting.

Motion: To approve the November 14, 2024 Meeting Minutes with edits requested via email by Julia Peek. Passed
unanimously.

Final Meeting Minutes will be posted online.

4. 2024 NVACTS Annual Report Draft (Approved)
The first draft was provided at the NVACTS Meeting November 14, 2024.
Update Sondra Rosenberg’s position as she is now the Deputy Director of Planning, not the Assistant Director.

Upon NVACTS’ approval of the document (with allowance to make technical revisions), the document will be
submitted to Legislative Counsel Bureau (where the report will be available on the NELIS site) and the Governor’s
Office.

Amy Davey, Office of Traffic Safety, suggested that the NVACTS Annual Report should further define the role of
policy in shaping the traffic safety environment by highlighting successful legislative efforts that have aligned with
safety best practices and proven countermeasures and are having a positive impact.

Ms. Davey continued and shared the Advocates for Highway and Auto Safety’s 2025 Roadmap to Safety Report that
was recently released. The Committee discussed the States at a Glance, which classifies each state as “Danger” (red),
“Caution” (yellow), or “Good” (green) based on the adopted highway safety laws. Nevada is currently listed as a
“Danger” state. The document can be found here: 2025-Advocates-Report-States-At-A-Glance.pdf

After discussion, it was determined that a supplement to the NVACTS Annual Report with Nevada’s Roadmap to
Safety Report will be prepared by the Policy Priority Working Group in early 2025 in preparation for the 2025
Legislative Session.

Motion: To approve the 2024 NVACTS Annual Report with ability to make technical corrections by Erin Breen.
Second by Julia Peek. Passed unanimously.

5. Final Report for the School Zone Speed Study in Nevada (Information/Discussion)

Following the presentation by Dr. Seri Park at the November NVACTS Meeting, the School Zone Speed Study in
Nevada Final Report has been released and is available on the Zero Fatalities website (School Zone Speed Study
Report 2024). The Executive Summary (page 6) provides an overview of the study and summarizes the results from
schools in northern and southern Nevada. The Office of Traffic Safety plans to distribute the report more broadly to
the Department of Education and applicable school boards. The team also welcomes any feedback on how this can
be distributed.

6. NVACTS Autonomous Vehicles Working Group (Approved)

Establish an Autonomous Vehicles Working Group as there are gaps in understanding of regulatory authority
between Department of Public Safety (DPS), Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV), and other agencies.

The Autonomous Vehicle Working Group will focus on identifying policies and procedures to regulate, define, and
respond to autonomous vehicles traveling on Nevada’s roadways. This is open to anyone interested and is not
limited to NVACTS members. Through a previous legislative session, a bill was passed which has shifted authority
over autonomous vehicles from the DMV to the Governor’s Office of Economic Development (GOED), and since
then, traffic safety-related strategies have not been a priority.

Autonomous vehicle companies self-certify in Nevada. Chair Andrew Bennett noted that these companies have been
very communicative with Clark County and proactively identify potholes and other maintenance items on County
roads.

Assemblywoman Brown-May added that she is in full support of this working group as many individuals in Assembly
District 42 don’t have access to a vehicle and would utilize services provided by autonomous vehicles. She
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recommended including the Chair of the Growth and Infrastructure, Assemblyman Watts, and also Assemblyman
Nguyen, in the working group.

NVACTS Members to please email either Chair Andrew Bennett or Lindsay Saner from the Kimley-Horn team to join
the working group, should NVACTS vote to move forward with the Autonomous Vehicles Working Group.

Motion: To establish the Autonomous Vehicles Working Group by Sean Sever. Passed unanimously.

7. Nevada Traffic Safety Grant Funded Projects (Information/Discussion)

Report on the Traffic Safety Grant Recipients and Fiscal Year 2025 Projects by the Nevada Department of Public
Safety-Office of Traffic Safety (DPS-OTS).

Amy Davey shared the list of 2024 grants, recipients, and the types of projects that are awarded grants, which
include DUI court and testing, and education and outreach on traffic safety culture for communities. DPS-OTS
requests feedback on the types of projects receiving grant funding, or ideas of projects that should apply next year.
Please reach out to Amy Davey by email for further discussion on granted funding. The Request for Proposal (RFP),
which includes a Letter of Interest (LOI) for the Fiscal Year 2026 Grants will be released in the next 6 weeks. Please
share with others who may be interested.

8. Traffic Safety Data and Trends (Information/Discussion)

Anita Pepper, DPS-OTS presented the statewide monthly crash report and trends on the preliminary data through
November 30, 2024. There have been 375 fatalities on Nevada’s roads this year. In 2022, there were 417 fatalities
and 380 by the November 30, 2022, which was a 10-year high number of fatalities. This year, it appears that the
trends are similar to 2022.

There will be a Lyft promotion to offer discounts through the end of the year to encourage people to use that
program and limit drinking and driving. There will also be a collaborative effort with California on I-15 and in the
Lake Tahoe area for strategic messaging near the state lines.

Clark County is analyzing the 2024 fatalities by road jurisdiction to help the jurisdictions understand where the high-
injury networks are and help influence decision making with infrastructure improvements. NDOT also compares
state and local fatal and serious injury crashes and finds this analysis helpful and helps justify distribution of funding.

If anyone would like to be added to the distribution for the monthly state fatal report, please contact Anita Pepper.
0. Open Discussion

Amy Davey shared that the Roadmap to Safety document grades states based on traffic safety laws related to
proven safety countermeasures. The States at a Glance Report provides a snapshot of each state’s laws, what has
been adopted and what is needed. It was noted that for Nevada, the bottom two bullets (red light cameras and
automated traffic enforcement) come from the Insurance Institute of Highway Safety (IIHS) website, which is
showing incorrect data. Nevada is working with IIHS to correct the information.

Assemblywoman Brown-May shared that she has a BDR to address both automated traffic enforcement in school
zones and on bus stop arms. Pilot projects are in process in both Washoe County and Clark County to support this
effort.

RTC FAST is working with FHWA to provide a training on January 22-23, 2025 on speed management called “Slow
Speed, Slow Roads,” which is intended for engineers and planners. Registration is prioritized for those who
previously attended FHWA'’s Equity Training, and then open to others if space allows. Please reach out to Theresa
Gaisser for more information.

10. Next Meeting Date (Information/Discussion)
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A Doodle Poll will be sent out for the next NVACTS meetings, which are planned for February and April. There will

also be working group meetings within this time frame. Please reach out to Chair Andrew Bennett for interest in any
of the working groups.

11. Public Comment
No public comment.

12. Adjourn Meeting
Meeting was adjourned at 10:59 AM.

Attachments
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Nevada Advisory Committee on Traffic Safety

MEETING MINUTES (DRAFT)
Thursday, November 14, 2024, 2:30-4:30 PM

1. Call to Order/Roll Call

The meeting of the Nevada Advisory Committee on Traffic Safety (NVACTS) was called to order at 2:31pm on
November 14, 2024. Roll Call determined a quorum was present.

Committee Members Present

Sondra Rosenberg, Nevada Department of Transportation

Scott Hein, Nevada Department of Transportation

Julia Peek (Vice Chair), Department of Health & Human Services

Sean Sever, Department of Motor Vehicles

Amy Davey, Department of Public Safety, Office of Traffic Safety

Lt. Col. Martin Mleczko, Department of Public Safety, Nevada Highway Patrol

Dr. Deborah Kuhls, Kerkorian School of Medicine at University of Nevada, Las Vegas

Kelly Norman, Carson Area Metropolitan Planning Organization

Andrew Bennett (Chair), Nevada Association of Counties/Clark County

Assemblywoman Tracy Brown-May, Nevada State Assembly Committee on Growth & Infrastructure
Rachael Shaw, Tahoe Regional Planning Agency

Theresa Gaisser, Regional Transportation Commission of Southern Nevada

Lt. Thomas Healing, Nevada Sheriffs and Chiefs Association/Boulder City Police Department

Non-Voting Members Present

Lacey Tisler, Chief, Traffic Safety Engineering Division, Nevada Department of Transportation (non-voting member)
Kevin Tice, Chair, Traffic Records Coordinating Committee, Department of Public Safety-Office of Traffic Safety
(non-voting member)

Members Absent

Senator Dallas Harris, Nevada State Senate Committee on Growth & Infrastructure

Dr. Shashi Nambisan, University of Nevada, Las Vegas Transportation Research Center

Xuan Wang, Regional Transportation Commission of Washoe County Christy McGill, Department of Education

Joey Paskey, Nevada League of Cities/City of Las Vegas

Cliff Banuelos, Inter-Tribal Council of Nevada

Shannon Bryant, Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department Forensics Lab, Committee on Testing for Intoxication
(non-voting member)

Vacant

Department of Education

Administrative Office of the Courts

2. Public Comment
No public comment.

3. Approve August 20, 2024, Meeting Minutes (Approved)
No comments on August 20, 2024, Meeting Minutes.
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Motion: To approve the August 20, 2024, Meeting Minutes by Dr. Kuhls. Second by Lt. Col. Martin Mleczko.
Passed unanimously.
Final Meeting Minutes will be posted online.

4. Recap of the 2024 Nevada Traffic Safety Summit

The 2024 Nevada Traffic Safety Summit was the most highly attended summit with almost 400 attendees and there
was a lot of interest and high energy throughout. The topics were engaging and there was all around positive
feedback.

Chair Andrew Bennett shared that it was a great event, and the Silver Legacy was a great venue with great staff and
expressed his gratitude to all who made the event possible.

Dr. Kuhls added that the event was terrific, and the panelists seemed all experts in their fields, providing a diverse
perspective.

5. Traffic Safety Data and Trends

Amy Davey, Department of Public Safety, Office of Traffic Safety (DPS-OTS) presented the statewide monthly crash
report and trends on the preliminary data through September 30, 2024.

Many states have improving trends when comparing to 2023 data; however, Nevada is getting worse, particularly
regarding vulnerable road user fatalities (pedestrian and bicyclists). Nevada has seen an increasing trend in fatalities
of vulnerable road users in the last 10 years from approximately 22% (of total traffic fatalities) to 34%.

6. Impacts of Crash Rates on Nevada’s Automobile Insurance Rates

Commissioner Scott Kipper presented on Nevada’s automobile insurance rates sharing that Nevada is one of the
most expensive states for auto insurance in the United States, which is attributed to factors such as gaming and high
crash rates.

Assemblywoman Brown-May mentioned that there have been previous discussions about insurance rates related
to the timeliness and response from insurance companies for vehicle repairs.

Amy Davey shared that insurance rates are a calculation based on collision risk, and hopes to better communicate
to the public and policy makers how insurance rates correlate to a traffic crashes and how to work directly with
insurance companies for incentive programs and to co-sponsor communications.

The Nevada Division of Insurance (DOI) hosts quarterly informal advisory meetings for brokers, agents, and others.

The automobile insurance carriers receive crash data directly; Commissioner Kipper was not certain of the source
of the data they are receiving. This data includes the loss ratio, which is the cost paid through claims compared to
administrative costs for carriers. Most carriers are paying more to motorists in claims than they are profiting
(exceeding a 1:1 ratio).

The group agreed that to have further collaboration between the Nevada DOI and NVACTS, and that discussing the
following items will be mutually beneficial:

e NVACTS recommendations to reduce fatalities and serious injuries.
e Best practices to involve the policy makers when discussing how crashes impact insurance rates.
e Uninsured motorists and grace periods for those that allow their insurance to lapse.

o Collaboration for public outreach educational campaigns on how driving behaviors impact insurance rates
(i.e. there is an alarming number of red light running in southern Nevada).
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7. Investigating Speed Distributions across School Zones in Nevada

Dr. SeriPark presented the findings of the recently completed project to study speeds in school zones across Nevada.
The University of Nevada, Reno worked closely with the Office of Traffic Safety (OTS) to study 15 schools in Nevada,
10 in the south and five in the north. The selected schools ranged from elementary to high school in various areas
of the urban areas. The investigation was first discussed based on historical data from the last five years, indicating
that 33% of citations in school zones are related to speeding.

The study included two data sources: Roadside LiDAR Data (deployed over a three-day period) and High-Resolution
Vehicle Telematic Data.

During the study, speeds over 50 mph were recorded in school zones throughout the state during the school zone
periods and speeds exceeded 70 mph were recorded in non-school zone time periods.

A review of the implementation of Federal Highway Administration’s (FHWA) Proven Safety Countermeasures
resulted in information that New York City noted a 63% speed limit reduction of speeds when using automated
traffic enforcement. The funds from the citations were provided back to the community.

Vice Chair Julia Peek inquired about other studies UNR has done that may be linked to BDRs that are moving forward
into the 2025 Nevada Legislative Session. She will connect Dr. Seri Park with the academic health department
contacts to testify during the legislative session.

Amy Davey shared that she is very pleased with the high-quality report and can speak to the research methodology
within their report. Additionally, schools are not often located near freeways or in commercial areas, rather, they
are often located in residential areas where people are often travelling. The high speeds observed during this short
study are likely recurring habits of drivers in these areas and reinforce the alarmingly high speeds.

The data shared in the presentation is from March 2023 and since then, crashes in school zones at middle schools
are down 83% in Clark County after the addition of school crossing guards. There are over 300 schools in Clark
County, and it is not feasible to have law enforcement presence at each school.

Chair Bennett recommends the committee to consider adopting this study into the record at the next meeting as
this will be instrumental during the 2025 Legislative Session as school boards, county commissions, and others will
be very interested in this data.

Pedestrian LiDAR data was collected at crossing locations and can be used to help prioritize infrastructure projects.

Sondra Rosenberg offered to utilize NDOT study funding at NDOT to support the expansion of this effort.
Additionally, OTS plans to provide this study to the Department of Education and the school districts.

Sondra requested for this presentation to be shared with the Nevada Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Board.

This study will be included in the agenda for the next NVACTS meeting to be added as an informational item to the
Annual Report.

8. 2024 NVACTS Annual Report Draft

Chair Andrew Bennett provided an overview of the items within the draft report including policy priorities (under
section 3), the Vulnerable Road Users Assessment, and updated crash data through 2023. Unlike previous reports,
detailed updates on SHSP task forces will not be included in the 2024 Annual Report.

The Equity Working Group will not provide their findings until early 2025 and a summary of activities will be
incorporated in future annual reports.

Lacey Tisler recommended a translation of the Public Health Pyramid for Traffic Safety use be added to the NVACTS
Annual Report.
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Assemblywoman Brown-May recommended adding the current Bill Draft Request (BDR) numbers into the Annual
Report.

As NVACTS does not have BDRs, the Interim Committee on Growth & Infrastructure will carry the two BDRs
recommended by this committee. NVACTS Chair will be the champion of the two BDRs.

Known BDRs relating to traffic safety include two from OTS, two or three from Nevada Highway Patrol, and two
from NVACTS. The bill tracker from the 2023 Legislative Session will be updated for the next session to track these
and others.

Sean Sever recommended that NVACTS should have at least one BDR per session.

Chair Bennett requests a short meeting in the second week of December 2024 to approve the NVACTS Annual
Report and discuss the working group establishment.

Please send comments on the draft 2024 Annual Report to either Chair Bennett or Lindsay Saner.

9. Open Discussion

Theresa Gaisser from RTC Southern Nevada FAST has officially joined the NVACTS Committee as the representative
from RTC Southern Nevada. She is the Senior Director of FAST Traffic Management Center who oversees transit,
MPO, streets and highway funding, and regional traffic management. Her group also maintains the ITS equipment
of southern Nevada freeways on behalf of NDOT and operates traffic signals on behalf of local cities: CLV, CNLV,
Henderson, Boulder City, Mesquite, etc. RTC FAST's initiative is to get better and faster access to data, traffic
management of incidents and crashes, and special events in Las Vegas.

Topics for future NVACTS Meetings:

e RTC SNV has a Transportation Resource Advisory Committee (TRAC) that largely oversees fuel indexing and
policy recommendations.

The Policy Priority Working Group will be activating soon as the next legislative session begins in February 2025.

Vice Chair Julia Peek recommends consideration for a Traffic Safety Death Review Committee or Vulnerable Road
Users Death Review Committee, which is similar to committees held in the public health realm, to dedicate time
and attention to the increased rates of fatalities on Nevada’s roadways. Amy Davey showed support and
recommended a working group like this to meet for a short period of time focused on reviewing the data.

Andrew Bennett noted that we, as NVACTS members need to represent our communities and be prepared to be a
traffic safety advocate in Northern Nevada for child death review committee.

Chair Andrew Bennett recommends the development of a working group dedicated to autonomous vehicles.

Sondra Rosenberg shared that a governance framework was previously developed for autonomous vehicles and she
can help facilitate the working group discussion.

10. Next Meeting Date (Information/Discussion)
With the completion of the Las Vegas Legislative Chamber Bureau (LCB), NVACTS will look at in-person meetings
shifting to the LCB in northern and southern Nevada after the legislative session.

The next NVACTS meetings will be mid-December (virtually), followed by February and April.
11. Public Comment

None.
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12. Adjourn Meeting

Motion: To adjourn the meeting by Julia Peek. Passed unanimously.
The meeting was adjourned at 4:20 pm.

Attachments

NVACTS Meeting Minutes from August 20, 2024

Statewide Monthly Fatality Report

NVACTS Draft Annual Report

Investigating Speed Distributions across School Zones in Nevada Presentation

Minutes only

For full set of minutes with attachments, click here: https://zerofatalitiesnv.com/app/uploads/2024/12/2024-1114-NVACTS-Minutes_draft.pdf

Nevada Advisory Committee on Traffic Safety S


Tiffany.Tucker
Text Box
Minutes only

For full set of minutes with attachments, click here: https://zerofatalitiesnv.com/app/uploads/2024/12/2024-1114-NVACTS-Minutes_draft.pdf

https://zerofatalitiesnv.com/app/uploads/2024/12/2024-1114-NVACTS-Minutes_draft.pdf

