


Drowsy Driving

Distracted Driving

Aggressive Driving

Impaired Driving

Not Buckling Up



HOW ARE WE DOING?



1984 1990 20102000 2015

Ages 0-2 must ride in a car seat. Up to age 5 must
be restrained in a car seat/seat belt. $20 fine.1984

Drivers and front seat passengers must
use seat belts (secondary violation) $10 fine.1986

Up to age 8 must be
restrained in a car
seat/seat belt.

1992 Up to age 10 must be
restrained in a car
seat/seat belt. $75 fine.

1997

The state legislature made massive improvements to the safety restraint
law, which included:

• Ages 0-4 must ride in a properly used car seat
• Driver and all passengers must be buckled if a seat belt is available
• Primary law if anyone under 19 years is unrestrained
• Secondary law if 19 or older
• Driver is responsible for unrestrained occupants in the vehicle under the

age of 16
• $45.00 fine, reduced to $15.00 upon completion of a traf fic safety

educational class (regardless of age)

2000

WHERE WE’VE BEEN



THREE KEYS
TO PASSING A

PRIMARY SEAT BELT LAW
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• Utah House of
Representatives

• Utah Senate
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The legislature already imposes numerous
requirements for the privilege of driving on
Utah highways.  Over the years, the legislature
has adopted 413 primary traffic laws, a
primary seat belt law would be number 414.

If law enforcement wants to pull a driver over,
they already have 413 reasons to do so.  This is
about safety and educating the public about
important role seat belts play.

A primary law just gives law enforcement a
reason to pull people over.

ANTICIPATE ARGUMENTS
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I would not like to be pulled over for not
buckling up between farms in the winter
(when it’s difficult to buckle up).

The seat belt law is only applicable to public roads. If
you are traveling on private roads between farms,
there is no requirement for you to buckle up.

UPS trains their drivers to buckle up at each stop. A
single UPS driver can make up to 180 stops in a single
day and they buckle up at each stop without
impacting efficient package delivery.
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SUPPORT FOR A PRIMARY LAW
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CONCESSIONS MADE
AS PART OF THE LAW

• Written warning upon 1st offense.
Citation on 2nd offense

• Option to waive $45 citation if take 30
minute online course

• Sunset after 3 years
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SET CLEAR GOALS,
OBJECTIVES AND STRATEGIES

To make the law permanent.
• Increase usage 10% by July 1, 2016
• Decrease the number of seat belt-

related fatalities and serious injuries

Goal:

Strategy: Unify communication, education and
enforcement efforts.

Objective: Coordinate efforts among supporting
groups and agencies.
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DATA IS CRITICAL
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CHANGE PROCEDURES
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GETTING THE WORD OUT
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2013: 82%
2014: 83%
2015: 87%



WHAT ARE WE UP AGAINST?
Who are the

13%
who still don’t get the message

that seat belts save lives?
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2015 UTAH SEAT BELT USE:
WOMEN
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GETTING THE WORD OUT



Post-2015 Update

• Primary Seat Belt law permanently extended when
sunset provision eliminated under HB 265, 2017
General Session
– Opportunity arose to secure permanent PBL extension when

legislature eliminated Utah’s annual vehicle safety inspection
program

– No organized opposition to making PBL permanent, even from
legislators that actively worked against the bill in 2015



Seat Belt Use
Results

Utah’s seat belt use has increased 6.7%
since May 2015 passage of primary

seat belt law

Seat Belt Use by Vehicle Type in Utah, 2016-2018

2018 2017 2016 % Change

All Vehicles 89.0 88.8 87.9 +1.1%

SUV 91.6 90.9 92.4 -0.8%

Vans 93.4 93.4 90.4 +3.0%

Cars 90.3 90.4 90.2 +0.1%

Trucks 81.6 81.5 76.6 +5.0%




